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MESSAGE FROM DR. BAIER  

Dear Fort Garrison Families, 

It is hard to believe that we have completed our first month of 

school. It is starting to feel like fall as the weather gets cooler and we 

witness the beautiful changing of seasons. Our students are in full swing of 

school routines and expectations for learning.  We are off to an amazing 

start! 

Thank you for your understanding in not parking in the faculty 

parking lots. Student safety is the highest priority for our school.  If students 

are not safe, they cannot learn.  As I realize that there are limited parking 

spaces for parents on the main roads, I have contacted the Pikesville 

Precinct as well as BCPS Office of Safety and Security to ask for their 

assistance in exploring any viable options for families who choose to drive 

their students to school.  Families are encourage to use the bus 

transportation that is provided free of charge to all of our students. 

Interim reports will be sent home on October 11th for any student 

performing below grade level expectations. Our first marking period will 

end on Friday, November 9th. Fort Garrison will dismiss at 1:55 p.m. on 

November 9th so please make sure your child’s teacher knows dismissal 

arrangements for our first half-day dismissal. 

Please feel free to contact me with any questions, concerns, or 

feedback. My door is always open to our families and community. 

We Are TEAM Fort   

Garrison!  

  Technology  

Environment  

Accessing  

Tomorrow  

Motivated students  

& teachers  

 

Upcoming Events 
 
Oct 9 – 5th Grade Field Trip – 

Oregon Ridge Nature Center 

 

Oct 19 – Schools Closed for 

Students – Prof. Dev. Day 

 

Oct 22- KG Field Trip – Clark’s 

Elioak Farm  

 

Oct 22 – 26 – Kindness Week 

 

Nov 2 – Student Banking 

 

Nov 2 – 3, 4 & 5th Grd. Field Trip 

Baltimore Symphony Orchestra 

 

Nov 6 – Election Day 

Schools & Offices Closed 

 

Nov 12–16 – American Ed Week 

 

  

  



  

2  

  

 
 

  COUNSELOR’S CORNER – Notes from Mrs. Lepley 

October is Bullying Prevention Month.  Here at the Fort, we flip this to focus on KINDNESS. This month, we will 

have KINDNESS WEEK from October 22-26. We will be doing schoolwide activities that promote kindness.  

Each day will have a word and a color. See the chart below and help your child dress in the color for each 

day! 

Kindness Week! October 22-26 

 Monday Tuesday Wednesday  Thursday Friday 

Color Blue Green Orange Red Purple 

Word Civility Equity Unity Respect Positivity 

 

Use hashtags #BCPSbekind2018 if you are posting pics to social media, and please feel free to share the 

ways you encourage kindness with your family too! I would love to celebrate with you and your child! 

Classroom Counseling Lessons 

Students in kindergarten will learn how they can fill others buckets to promote positive peer relations. First 

graders will discuss how to recognize bullying behavior and strategies that can be used to put an end to 

bullying, including asking for help.  The students in second grade will identify the role of a bystander and what 

they can do to help someone being bullied.  Third grade students will learn the acronym M.O.O. (mean, on 

purpose, over and over) for bullying to help them identify bullying behavior. Fourth graders will learn 

strategies on how to respond to teases and put downs in calm manner.  In fifth grade students will read and 

discuss a story about hurtful teasing, a form of bullying, in order to identify strategies to address hurtful teasing. 

 

READING CORNER – Notes from Our Reading Specialist  

We have been working hard assessing our students in order to determine their individual learning needs!  Many 

parents often ask me for book recommendations based on age, reading level, or interest.  Below are some 

wonderful websites to help select some new titles to read at home!  In addition, many parents say that they 

struggle to get their child to read books at home.  Here is an article from https://childhood101.com/10-things-

to-read-with-kids about some ways to encourage reading at home: 

 

 

 

 

 

https://childhood101.com/10-things-to-read-with-kids
https://childhood101.com/10-things-to-read-with-kids
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READING CORNER NOTES - continued 

 

 

10 Book Alternatives for Kids to Read 

 
1. Letters or Postcards 

Have family and friends send postcards to your child when they travel. A letter from a pen-pal or 

grandparent is a meaningful piece of reading that your child will treasure. Plus, he or she can write 

a letter back. 

 

2. Magazines 

There are many great magazine subscriptions available or you can pick up single copies at a local 

book store. Our favorites include Highlights, Zoo Books and National Geographic for Kids. Magazines 

are great for traveling. They are light weight and if it gets lost you are only out a few dollars. 

 

3. Closed Captioning 

Most televisions have a closed captioning setting. Kids can listen and read along with the program. 

Or, you can turn off the sound and your child can follow-along by reading. 

 

 

4. Menus 

Let your child order their dinner when you go out to eat. Or, make your own menus for dinner one 

night at home. 

 

5. Comics 

Your local newspaper will have daily and weekly comics. Let your child get hooked on following a 

particular strip. Everybody in the family can take a section of the paper and read together. 

 

6. Bill Boards and Street Signs 

Reading can take place in the car too. Use the signs along the road. Ask your child, “I need to 

make a right turn on Market Street. Let me know when we get to that street please.” 

 

7. Seed Packs 

A trip to a local nursery is full of reading material. Let your child pick a few seed packets that they 

would like to plant. Have him or she read the back of the packet to check the amount of light 

needed in order to grow. They can also check planting depths, growing heights and bloom time 

frames. 

 

8. Cereal Boxes 

Exploring the cereal box which is a great way to encourage reading at breakfast! 
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9. Maps 

 

We recently took a trip. My oldest son sat with the atlas in his lap for most of the trip following a path 

my husband had highlighted. He used the road signs to monitor our progress. 

 

10. Toy Packaging 

Did your child receive a new toy for a birthday or holiday?  Save the packaging! Your child will 

have great interest in reading everything he or she can about that new toy they have been 

wanting. My son recently got a new Lego set and couldn’t put down the directions. 

Websites to help select new books: 

https://www.kidsbookseries.com/list/sorted-by-fountas-pinnell-guided-reading-level  
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/lists/50-books-all-kids-should-read-before-theyre-12  
https://www.kidnurse.org/books-for-elementary-students/  
http://www.ala.org/alsc/awardsgrants/notalists/ncb  

 
If you haven’t already, be sure to follow us on Twitter at @FortGarrisonES 

                                                                                   

Like us on Facebook Fort Garrison 

 

Stacy Siegel 

Reading Specialist 

 

 

  

    

FROM THE HEALTH SUITE – Mrs. Caulk  

       

Hearing and Vision Screening 

Our Annual Hearing and Vision Screening was conducted in September for 

Kindergarten, First, Fourth, and students new to Baltimore County.  If you receive a letter from the Health 

Department, make sure your child has a follow-up evaluation and the bottom portion of the letter is 

completed by the doctor and returned to the health suite. 

Most parents here at Fort Garrison are very attentive to their children’s needs, including hearing and vision 

issues, which are essential to their academic success.  Thank you! 

Flu Prevention 

Flu season has just begun, so be sure to get your family immunized. The most common strains are included in 

the seasonal flu vaccine. Consult your doctor, and visit www.flu.gov for local clinics and more information.  

Remind your children to practice preventative hygiene, especially hand washing and coughing and 

sneezing etiquette. 

 

https://www.kidsbookseries.com/list/sorted-by-fountas-pinnell-guided-reading-level
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/lists/50-books-all-kids-should-read-before-theyre-12
https://www.kidnurse.org/books-for-elementary-students/
http://www.ala.org/alsc/awardsgrants/notalists/ncb
http://www.flu.gov/
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FROM THE HEALTH SUITE - continued  

 

Medications at School 

Remember that any medication needed on a regular basis requires a doctor order form and a supply of the 

medication, even over-the-counter medications.  The discretionary consent form allows me to give Tylenol 

and cough drops for the occasional headache or cough, in keeping with the protocols.  Students are not 

allowed to carry medication; it must be provided adult-to-adult. 

You may send in cough drops with a note if you have already given permission on the discretionary consent 

sheet, but they must be accompanied by a note from you, and go directly to the health suite to be stored. 

The 24 Hour Rule 

Also keep in mind that students need to be free of fever (temperature 100 F or above), vomiting, or diarrhea 

for 24 hours before returning to school. Most of you have been wonderful in responding to my calls quickly. 

Thank you for that attentiveness, for your child’s sake, as well as the positive impact of reducing illness 

transmission in the school.  

Oops… “I need to change my clothes” 

I would also ask that parents provide a change of clothing for each student, which can be kept in their 

locker. “Things happen”, such as bloody noses, spilled drinks, mud, and not making it to the bathroom in time.   

Students feel so much better when they can change into their own clothing.  

Creepy crawly checks 

Please remember to check your children for head lice at least once a week. The eggs, “nits” are what you 

most frequently will see.  They are firmly attached to the shafts of hair, usually an inch or two from the scalp, 

and are tiny whitish oval sacs.  You can ask your doctor or pharmacist for treatment options.  Inform the 

health suite so students who sit near your child can be checked, and so more information can be provided 

to you. They are no longer considered a health threat, but certainly are a nuisance! 

 

Food Allergy Etiquette 

Last, I would like to mention that we have students with life-threatening food allergies at every grade level.  

Some of these students have allergies to multiple food ingredients. Because of that, when you plan 

celebrations for school, please provide non-food ways of celebrating, as this is the most inclusive and most 

safe. 

Feel free to send in something special and non-food related such as erasers, pencils or stickers in treat bags 

for your child’s class to celebrate his/her birthday. We have an opportunity to develop some new creative 

traditions! 

 

Catherine Caulk, RN, BSN 

School Nurse 
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LIBRARY NOTES – From Mrs. O’Donnell  

 
This Month’s News 

Don’t forget to follow our library on Twitter at @FGESLibrary.  

 

Battle of the Books 

 

Attention 4th and 5th Grade Families! Now is the time to start thinking about this year’s Battle of the Books 

competition. Teams of 4-5 students will read ten of the Black Eyed Susan nominated chapter books and 

graphic novels throughout the year. In the spring, two teams will represent Fort Garrison as we defend our title 

in a battle against Summit Park ES! It is recommended that at least two students on every team read each of 

the nominated books. Each team will be supervised by a coach who will meet with their team throughout the 

year. Encourage your 4th or 5th grade student to participate in Battle of the Books and please consider 

becoming one of our parent coaches!  

 

Here are the books that students will be reading for this year’s battle of the books! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For more information or to volunteer as a parent coach, please contact Lindsay O’Donnell at 
lodonnell3@bcps.org. 
 

 

mailto:lodonnell3@bcps.org
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MUSIC NOTES – Mrs. Case & Mr. Stojak 

Happy Fall from the Music Department! 

We are already starting preparations for our first concert of the year, Tuesday, December 11th, 2018.  

Here are a few reminders for the upper grades: 

 Fourth Grade  

 Students need their recorder EACH DAY they attend Vocal Music class. 

 Students should be practicing Ode to Joy and Deck the Halls at least twice a week for 10 minutes at home. 

 All concert songs are available electronically on Schoology and on paper in the vocal music classroom. 
 

Fifth Grade 

 Students need their instruments and music on their lesson day each week. 
 Lessons are held on either Wednesday or Friday each week. 

 Students should practice the skills and content covered in lessons several times per week to maximize the value 
of their next lesson. 

 

Stephanie Case 

Brian Stojak 

 

  ART ROOM NEWS – MRS. HULSE  

Students in all grades have completed their work for Square 1 Art.  Your child will receive free stickers with their 

work and ordering information the third week of October.  Profits from this fundraiser go directly towards 

supplies for special projects in Art.  Thanks in advance for your participation! 

 

Congratulations to the 2nd grade students listed below whose artwork was selected to be a part of a sculpture 

to be installed at Ladew Topiary Gardens: 

 

Shravya Reddy, Anna Krupkin, Peyton Sutton, Sarah Wagner, Alice English, Mason Steller, Tyler Cohen, Norman 

Katzen, Mason Hoffman, Yasmin Wagah, Taelyn Cole, Kyleigh Butler, Marilyn Katzen, Scarlett Roberts, Harley 

Mann, Zoey Singer-Blanken, Brady Marksamer, Oskar Hinceman, Charlie Normington, Brayden Mckinney, Jaslyn 

Friedman 

 

Ladew is hosting a family night on October 20th featuring Jack-O-Lanterns and other glowing works.  

Information will be sent home to participating artists next week.  Thank you to the PTA for providing support for 

this event. 

 

Grace Hulse, NBCT 

Art Teacher 

Fort Garrison Elementary 

BCPS 
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NOTES FROM BETH GRAPES – Physical Ed  

PE News 

Beginning on October 10th thru November 6th, students have the opportunity to participate in the NFL Play60 
Challenge sponsored by the Baltimore Ravens!  This is a four-week program to get students up and moving for 
at least 60 minutes a day.  Each student will receive a game planner in their Thursday folder.  Here they will 
need to track their activity and minutes daily and also their parent needs to sign off at the bottom of the form 
weekly.  
 Students track their activity from Monday, October 1st thru Sunday, October 28thth. 
 Student must hand in completed and signed Student Game Planners into the Quarterback on Monday 
October 29th. 
 
Remember all activities count as long as you’re moving so make sure you keep track of recess time, PE class 
and any other events that may happen before, during or after school.  It all adds up!  This is an optional 
activity but it’s a great way to get everyone up and moving in the community.  Students and our school could 
possibly earn cool gifts for participating and one student who successfully completes the challenge, will be 
named our NFL student ambassador!  Our school may even get the opportunity to have a member of the 
Ravens visit our school if we have a large number of participants. 
 
Let’s get moving Fort Garrison!  If you have any questions please contact me at bgrapes@bcps.org. 
 
 

Fox Branch – Student Banking Program 
 
This year we welcome back First Financial Federal Credit Union to again sponsor our student run savings 

program here at FGES. This is very exciting for our students to have the opportunity to deposit their money so 

they can save for their future. One Friday a month we have two fifth grade student tellers help collect the 

deposits from the students from 9:05 – 9:20 a.m. At that time they receive a receipt for their deposit and may 

select a gift to take with them. We only allow deposits at our location but you can withdraw the money at any 

of the various First Financial Federal Credit Union locations. If you are interested in signing your child up for this 

worthwhile program, please contact Mrs. Grapes at bgrapes@bcps.org and I will send the application 

information home with your child as soon as possible. Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions. 

The following dates have been selected for banking this year: 

 

Nov. 2nd  Dec. 7th  Jan. 4th 

Feb. 1st  March 1st  April 5th  May 3rd  

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:bgrapes@bcps.org
mailto:bgrapes@bcps.org
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STUDENT COUNCIL NEWS – From Mrs. Hoffman 

 

Fort Garrison Elementary will join forces again this year with numerous other Baltimore County Elementary 

Schools for: 

 

“Kid’s Helping Hopkins” Build A Bear Weekend  

 
Build A Bear Store, Towson Towne Mall 

November 3rd & 4th, 2018 

Time:  11:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 
 

Teachers, staff, students, and their families, as well as local community members are invited to come to the 

store any time at their leisure over the two days, in order to build teddy bears for sick children.  All bears 

created will be donated to The Johns Hopkins Children’s Center on behalf of the schools involved.  Bears can 

be made for as little as $12.00 plus tax. 

 

We are expecting a positive turn-out and are hoping to build 400 teddy bears!  Teachers will be on hand 

both days to help, and all of the bears will be delivered to the Child Life Department of The Johns Hopkins 

Children’s Center. 

 

Thank you, 

 

Mrs. Hoffman 

 

 
FROM THE FORT GARRISON PTA  

 

Happy Fall from all of us at the PTA!  Thanks to everyone who has become a member of the PTA.  If you 

haven’t had a chance yet, now is the time.  You can always send in your membership money in an envelope 

marked PTA membership.  The money sent in goes 100% to your child's education.  

 

Recently we have agreed to sponsor an exciting assembly for Reading Night that will be held on April 9th.  We 

also were able to help the school buy new two-way radios that will help keep our students safe and allow out 

teachers to communicate to and from the classrooms and playground as needed.  These are just two ways 

that your money is being spent when becoming a member.  

  

Some exciting events and reminders: 

 

 Did you know you can buy movie tickets that never expire from them at the discounted price of $9.00?  Thank 
you to Melisa Gofstein and Jill Glick for planning these nights for us! 

 Trunk or Treat and Monster Bash- October 26th is our most anticipated free fun event at the Fort!  We still 
need some more volunteers so be sure to check out the sign up genius to help in some way.  Thank you to 
Robin Holt and Heather Crawford for effortlessly working on this event for us! 

 Magoobys.  This is a 21 and over event on October 27th.  Tickets are normally $20 but we are selling them for 
$12 with a portion of the ticket sales going to Fort. 

 Don't forget every Monday is Spirit Day here at Fort Garrison! The Spirit Wear site is up and running!  This year 
you can easily pay online and get your order directly to your house!  Thank you to Laura Lamb and Alissa Densky 
for creating such awesome options for us! 
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Fort Garrison PTA - continued 

 

 

Here is the link to order from: 

http://shop.wgmprinting.com/fortgarrisonelementaryschool/shop/home 

 

 Keep sending in your box tips!  Our goal is to earn $1,000!  Thank you to Mrs. Debbie Katzen for working so 
hard on box tops for us!  Mrs. Thompson's class is in the lead with 77 and Mrs. Spaulding's class is close in 2nd 
with 63.  The class with the most will win a prize at the end of this month! 

 

 Lastly, we frequently send emails from the Fort Garrison PTA.  These emails give updates and reminders on 
what’s happening at the Fort.   If you are not receiving them please contact us and we can add you into our 
directory.   We don't want you to miss out on any of the fun! 

 

See you at THE FORT! 

 

 

Amanda & Ashley 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://shop.wgmprinting.com/fortgarrisonelementaryschool/shop/home
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